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 (
Attendees
)

	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Marianne Carter, Delaware State University

	Attended
	Jeanne Chiquoine, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Suchitra Hiraesave, Boys & Girls Club of Delaware

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Sandra Marquez, St. Francis Hospital

	Attended (Phone)
	Ayyappan Rajasekaran, Nemours Center for Childhood Cancer Research

	Did Not Attend
	Marco Ramos, Latin American Community Center

	Did Not Attend
	Dr. Karyl Rattay, Delaware Division of  Public Health

	Did Not Attend
	John Ray, Delaware Department of Education

	Attended
	Cathy Scott-Holloway, Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition



	Staff
	

	Attended
	Fred Gatto, Delaware Division of Public Health



	Attended
	Melissa Pryor, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Did Not Attend 
	Lisa Moore, Delaware Division of Public Health

	
	

	
	

	Public Attendees/Other
	

	
	

	
	



 (
Review of Previous Meeting Minutes
)

Meeting minutes for January were approved 
 (
Old & New Business
)



Welcome 
Patricia Hoge called the meeting to order. The January 22, 2013 minutes were approved by the committee.


DCC Retreat Comments

The overall opinion from the committee about the DCC Retreat on February 11, 2013 was that it was a nice event.  Some suggestions were brought up about ways to make changes and progress to the retreat..  

· Re think the purpose of the retreat, set a goal for the day and build the agenda from the purpose and goal.
· Get all committees to communicate to each other on what they are working on.
· Have a panel discussion at the retreat to introduce what the committees are working on and related issues.
· Structured format for the testimonials could be made so the testimonials will have a greater impact. 



 


CHPDP Updates

Dr. Hassink held a call with the CHPDP committee chairs.  The focus of the call was on policy issues.  Each chair wil present policy issues from their committee at the next CHPDP Council meeting.  


Policy Updates

Discussion was brought up about the Other Tobacco Products (OTP) Tobacco Tax Equity bill. The OTP bill in the planning process in effort to allow all other tobacco related products to be taxed at a similar rate as cigarettes. This bill will allow an increase from the current 15% of wholesale tax on cigars, orbs, strips, sticks, dip, chew, snuff, cigarillos, bidis and change  the current weight based tax on snus to % of wholesale.  The increase in the OTP will be at least “revenue neutral”- the decrease in use of OTP will not result in lost revenue for the state. Cheryl Hiks is going to look at the cost and current tax rates on tobacco products in our surrounding states and develop a comparison chart; this documentation will help with the presentation of the OTP bill.
 

Starting in 2014 the Affordable Care Act (ACA) will allow for insurance companies to implement a higher tobacco surcharge to tobacco uses insurance premiums. The current allowable surcharge is at 20% of the premium the new allowable rate is going to be increased to 50% of the premium for a smoker if the insurance provider chooses to apply the surcharge.   There currently has been no announcement that Delaware will be introducing the surcharge, however the committee members in attendance decided that the best thing is to be pro-active on this matter and start education on why this surcharge is not going to be an effective approach to tobacco prevention.

[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a bill (H.R 792) that attempts to exempt cigars from having to go through the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) inspections. There are 32 sponsors in the house for this bill.  Jeanne provide a fact sheet from the ACS on why cigars should not be exempt from FDA regulation (see attached).

The court voted down the tobacco pictures that the FDA has selected; the Department of Justice has decided not to appeal that decision.  The American Cancer Society is urging the FDA to start working on new pictures and warnings posters for tobacco products.


DHFAC Updates

No new news. The amount of the funding cuts is greater than what was expected.  Internal Division of Public Health (DPH) is working on request to be sent to the Governor to reconsider the cuts on tobacco program funding. 


Other

An announcement was made to the committee about a new “Public Health Actions Grant” funding opportunity from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  This grant will combine four current categorical programs; Diabetes Prevention, Cardiovascular Disease Prevention, Physical Activity, Nutrition, and Obesity (PANO), and School Health Promotion.  There are two components to this grant.

1. Basic: Non- Competitive.  $503 thousand will be awarded to Delaware (the award is based on population) 
2. Enhanced: Competitive grants will be awarded to 25 out of the 50 states..  The range of award for Delaware $ 1 million to  $ 1.45 million 

Currently the Division of Public Health /Health Promotion and Disease Prevention Program is working on the necessary paperwork and partnerships to submit an application for this grant. The grant is due to CDC by April 19th.




 (
Documentation
)Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous committee meeting, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request from Fred Gatto at 302-744-1010 or email Fred.Gatto@state.de.us. 

 (
Future Meeting(s)
)

The next Delaware Cancer Consortium Tobacco Committee meeting: May 21, 2013 at Delaware Tech and Community College in Dover at 10:00.

We will be sending out a poll to determine meeting dates for July & September.  It will most likely during the 3rd week of the month. The plan is coordinate the meetings to occur on the same day as the CHPDP Committee #2 meetings.

The November meeting for the Tobacco & Other Risk Factors Committee will be on Monday, November 18, 2013 at Delaware Tech and Community College in Dover at 10:00.
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