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Delaware Cancer Consortium
Cancer Risk Reduction Committee
January 11, 2021
Minutes

Virtual Meeting


	
Members
	

	Did Not Participate
	Barbara Barski-Carrow, Carrow Associates 

	Participated
	Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of Delaware

	Participated
	Jeanne Chiquoine, American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network

	Participated
	Terri Clifton, Nanticoke Health Services

	Participated
	Lt Governor Bethany Hall-Long Ph.D., RNC, University of Delaware

	Participated
	Nicole Pickles, Cancer Support Community Delaware

	Did Not Participate
	Dr. Karyl Rattay, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Janet Teixeira, Cancer Care Connection

	Did Not Participate
	Tricia Jefferson, YMCA of Delaware


	
	

	Staff
	

	Participated
	Lisa Moore – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Fred Gatto, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	       Helen Arthur, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	       Shebra Hall, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Participated
	Cassandra Codes-Johnson, Delaware Division of Public Health

	
	

	Public/Guests
	
	

	
	
	

	Participated
	Jo Wardell, Optum, Delaware QuitLine

	Participated
	Laura Wisniewski, Lt. Governor’s Office

	
	


Review of Previous Meeting Minutes



Chairperson Lt. Governor Bethany Hall-Long began the meeting at 10:00 am.  Ms. Jeanne Chiquoine, American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS-CAN) motioned for the October 12, 2020 minutes to be approved as written.  Co-chair Deb Brown, American Lung Association seconded the motion and all members participating approved.  
Old & New Business



Policy Updates
Ms. Deborah Brown spoke about flavored tobacco products.  Congress passed a stimulus package on 12/21/20, with big wins from a cancer perspective.  Ms. Brown provided the following highlights of the package (not all inclusive). 1. It makes e-cigarettes non- mailable to young people.  Previously there was a loophole that did not regulate age verification, so a lot of young people were getting their e-cigarettes through mailing opportunities.  It requires online retailers to pay taxes in other states and requires the US Postal Service to put into play very specific guidelines. 2. Lung cancer research received $20 million in funding. 3. Clean air grants from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) received increased funding for the first time in a long while.  4. The Diesel Admissions Reduction Act was reauthorized at $100 million until 2024.  This is the first time it has been reauthorized since 2010.  5. No more surprise medical billings that clients receive and struggle paying. 6. Required Medicaid to provide coverage for care associated with participation in clinical trials. 

Ms. Jeannie Chiquoine, stated that Senator Carper is a ranking member on the Environmental Committee (congress).  Ms. Brown stated that many of the clean air indoor acts and legislation that were overturned in the previous administration will now be reviewed.  

Ms. Cassandra Codes-Johnson, Division of Public Health (DPH) stated that there is a lot happening with various environmental justice groups across the state.  Ms. Codes- Johnson has been asked to serve on the advisory councils of some of these groups. Ms. Codes-Johnson stated that as DPH in collaboration with the Healthy Lifestyles Subcommittee (HLS) looks forward to the publication of the HLS report and completion of the Physical Activity and Nutrition RFP process, DPH is hoping to work together with the Cancer Risk Reduction Committee and some of these environmental justice groups on more health promotion campaigns and getting the information to grassroot communities that can help support some of work of the Delaware Cancer Consortium.  Ms. Codes Johnson also reported that there is a regional climate initiative (Transportation and Climate Initiative) that involves many states.  Delaware is involved and there is potential funding that will come from charging some vendors as it relates to the impact that they are having on the climate and how those dollars can be reinvested in communities that need more information regarding tobacco, cancer, etc.  

Lt. Governor Hall-Long stated that in the past, there were some proactive leaders from environmental justice involved in the Cancer Consortium and would like to have one or two persons to contribute to this committee.  

Lt. Governor’s Challenge Update
Lt. Governor Hall-Long mentioned that the nominations that were incredible. Applications that were received, show the comprehensive lifestyle initiatives that are being done for people from cradle to grave, such as mindfulness and cancer reduction.  

Ms. Shebra Hall, Delaware Division of Public Health (DPH)DPH stated that there were41 nominations for the 2020 challenge.  She shared that it was a hard selection process that was dwindled down to seven awardees. The Lt. Governor hosted an award event on Facebook live where the individuals and organizations were recognized.  

PANO Initiatives
Ms. Hall stated that the Physical Activity Nutrition Obesity Program (PANO) continues to work on school health and wellness, community-based initiatives such as the Lt. Governor’s Challenge and employee wellness. PANO will continue to support Phase 2 of the Healthy Lifestyles subcommittee policy recommendations and implementation. 

Ms. Hall stated that even though the PANO RFP is funded by the Health Fund and Public Health and Health Services Block Grant, they have been working with the Chronic Disease Bureau and DCC, so there is the potential to use DCC funds for RFP activities. The PANO RFP is focused on school health and wellness, workplace wellness and community-based initiatives.  PANO continues to work with Department of Education (DOE) to make sure all Delaware schools have Fitness Gram.  PANO provides professional development opportunities and technical support to Delaware schools and continues to work with the DOE new education associate for health education. PANO is exploring opportunities to increase physical activity, education, healthy eating, and nutrition especially as most Delaware students are learning remotely. PANO is looking for ways to support DOE in getting improved response rates for youth surveys, the Youth Risk Behavior Survey and Youth Tobacco Survey along with the School Health Profiles. PANO continues to partner with the Chronic Disease Bureau on Self-Management programs which are mostly virtual now. PANO is working with the Statewide Benefits Office on implementation of the Healthy Lifestyle Subcommittee policy recommendation to create a formal workplace wellness program infrastructure for state employees.

Finally, Ms. Hall shared that PANO is working on enhancing the Healthy Delaware campaign that ran last year that put an emphasis on healthier living and making better choices to reduce the risk of chronic diseases.  This year PANO is renewing the focus on social determinants of health and targeted populations as it relates to COVID-19.  They are looking at more marketing opportunities and promoting healthier lifestyles during the COVID-19 pandemic.  


Healthy Lifestyles Subcommittee Update 
Ms. Hall stated that the Healthy lifestyles subcommittee policy recommendations draft is being reviewed by the DPH Office of Communications.  The program is moving into Phase 2, which could be convening meetings with partner agencies on the different focus areas that were looked at by the subcommittees (ages birth to 18, worksite wellness and community policies).  Phase 2 work could also include developing a cost benefit analysis or developing an action plan.  There will be more updates to come. 


Flavored Tobacco Products
Ms. Brown stated that this legislative session they are hoping to be able to get action on prohibiting the sale of tobacco products including all e-cigarettes and menthol products.  Ms. Brown, also showed a presentation on e-cigarettes and flavored tobacco, see attached.  The presentation provided data on how e-cigarette use has become an epidemic among youth, flavors are the reason why many youth use e-cigarettes and the marketing of e-cigarettes. Ms. Brown discussed how even though there was a federal ban on pre-filled flavored e-cigarette products, disposable flavored products are still on the market and widely available to youth.

Ms. Brown stated Representative Melissa Minor-Brown plans to be a sponsor of the flavor legislation. A bill has not been introduced yet because they are still working on the language. Ms. Brown remarked that there will be push back from the tobacco industry and both online and in person retailers. 

Ms. Chiquoine stated that the draft Bill is comprehensive (includes all products/flavors) and ACS supports it as written.  Ms. Brown stated that ALA also supports the draft bill as written and if they start carving out products, young people are going to go right to those products.  Studies have shown that when JUUL took their flavors off the shelf and only kept tobacco and menthol on, that is where the kids migrated.  


Sharing Time
Ms. Nicole Pickles, Cancer Support Community (CSC) reported CSC saw a total of 6,000 care givers, family members and patients in 2021.  They saw 1,100-1,200 in 2019.  They provided 20,000 visits in 2020 and provided 13,000 visits in 2019. Ms. Pickles also stated that with all that’s happening now, 2021 numbers will be just as high. Ms. Pickles stated since the beginning of COVID19, people are not getting their colonoscopies, mammograms and other tests and screenings so they are getting later stage cancer diagnosis, which will be more costly.  Ms. Janet Teixeira, Cancer Care Connection (CCC) stated that clinicians and patients want sessions more often, which are virtual.  They are also more intense and have a lot more anxiety.  The sessions are also not only about their cancer but about COVID19 and the situation in our country.  Ms. Pickles stated that cancer patients are concerned whether to get the vaccine.  She also stated that there is less funds because they have not been fundraising.  Ms. Teixeira mentioned that their organization provides a very small slot for people who do not want to do telehealth or do not have the technology to see a clinician in person.  It is very limited, most of the patients do not want in person.  Ms. Pickles stated that Cancer Support Community became virtual right at the very beginning of the pandemic and the greatness of that is their virtual services are free of charge and nobody must worry about insurance.  That’s why they were able to see 6,000 people.  

Public Comments
No items were discussed. 

Adjournment
The meeting ended at 11:07 am.

Attachments

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.healthydelaware.org) or by contacting Ms. Goodman (Elaine.Goodman@delaware.gov  or 302-744-1010).
Future Meeting (s)





	Next Meeting:

Monday, April 12, 2021
Virtual meeting 
	Remaining 2021 meetings: 

Monday, July 12, 2021
Monday, October 11, 2021
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