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Attendees



	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Andria Bennett – DE House of Representatives

	Attended via phone
	Ruth Briggs-King – DE House of Representatives

	Did Not Attend
	William Bowser, Esq, - Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	Attended
	Albert Shields, designee for John C. Carney, Jr. – U.S. Congress

	Did Not Attend
	Matt Denn – Attorney General

	Did Not Attend
	Christopher Frantz, MD – AI DuPont Hospital for Children

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD – Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Attended
	Bethany Hall-Long, RNC, PhD – University of Delaware/Delaware Senate

	Did Not Attend
	Patricia Hoge, PhD – American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Rita Landgraf, Department of Health and Social Services

	Attended via phone
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN – Welldoc, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	David McBride – Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD –Christiana Care -  Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Did Not Attend
	Rishi Sawhney, MD – Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	David Small – DE Department of Natural Resources  & Environmental Control

	Did Not Attend
	Liane Sorenson – Delaware Senate retired

	Attended
	James Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO – Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff

	

	Did Not Attend
	Lisa Henry – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Rosemary Doughten – Delaware Division of Public Health


	Attended
	Heather Brown - Delaware Division of Public Health




	Attended
	Karyl Rattay – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Public/Guests
	

	
	



Welcome/Review/Approval of Minutes



Dr. Grubbs filled in for Chair, Bill Bowser, and began the meeting at 8:35 am.  Dr. Petrelli motioned to approve the last minutes.  Dr. Spellman seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the November 17, 2014 minutes were approved as written.

Old & New Business

Quality Cancer Care Committee Update
Dr. Petrelli provided an update from the Quality Cancer Care Committee.  He advised that the committee held focus group sessions to explore the communication between oncologists and primary care physicians regarding transition of care.  The Colorado Cancer Registry piloted a program to use CDC electronic reporting software (Webplus) for creating transition of care plans.  This would entail CDC adding a survivorship module to its existing Webplus software.  Most physicians use WebPlus as it became mandatory last year per Cancer Registry regulations, however to date there is no data to prove it has been effective in increasing communication. Still in the early stages, the program will be free and Delaware has considered piloting it as well.  The thought is to not duplicate work for physicians and also to not put an additional burden on patients.  Patients want to keep it as simple as possible to keep from being overwhelmed.

Skin Cancer Campaign Final Report
Heather Brown reported that the www.protectyourskinde.com website, between May and September, received 16,000 hits with the average person spending about one minute on the site.  The most popular page was, “What Does Skin Cancer Look Like?”  There were two powerful testimonials that were also viewed frequently.  One was a lady that habitually used a tanning bed and no sunscreen and said that she has had seven surgeries on her face for skin cancer.  The other testimonial was from a young widow of a 28 year old farmer that died of skin cancer.  There were 566 clicks on maps to find dermatologists in the state.  Ads on how to protect yourself from skin cancer were also displayed on the Healthy Delaware Facebook page.  As a result of the facebook ads, Delawareans clicked on the ad to be redirected to the protectyourskinde.com website, and spent an average of four minutes on the website.  The Cancer Program conducted 16 outreach events and handed out 15,000 brochures and 10,000 bottles of sunscreen.  The school age audience was targeted by promoting a pledge contest among high schools to take a pledge to protect their skin.  Plans for 2015 include focusing again on the young population to educate and refresh the campaign.

DCC Retreat Agenda
The DCC Annual Retreat will take place on Tuesday April 14th at Dover Downs.  The agenda includes a lung update in the morning as well as discussion on the status of tobacco funding and the challenges that are being faced.  Additionally, an update on the lung cancer screening program provided by Dr. Grubbs, legislation the DCC is supporting; update of to do list from Dr. Wigand; lung cancer screening education efforts from AB & C Marketing; as well as a panel discussion will take place.  Dr. Grubbs advised of a recent paper from ASCO and EECR on E-cigarettes and suggested adding something on e-cigarettes to the Retreat agenda.  Ruth Briggs-King added that there had been a bill to include e-cigarettes with tobacco products in the CIAA that made it through the House last year but stalled in the Senate.  Dr. Grubbs advised he would like for the stipend he received for doing the pieces go towards the Retreat.  The group thanked him.

In the afternoon transition of care plan requirements will also be on the agenda including a guest speaker covering the subject of transition of care from an oncologist back to the primary care physician.  

Communication and Public Education Committee Update
Bethany Hall-Long provided an update from the Communication and Public Education Committee.  She advised they have been busy getting the word out about the upcoming DCC retreat and that they appreciate working with the other committees.  She continued saying that Jeanne Chiquoine is helping to get continuing education credits for those attending the Retreat.  Last year, CME’s were also offered, however only one doctor took advantage.  Due to the cost, the group will not proceed with them again this year.  The physicians present at the meeting concurred that it was not necessary.  The branding campaign that the committee is supporting with the Division of Public Health Cancer Program entitled “Save Yourself” focuses on early detection, prevention, and education on cancer screenings.  Save Yourself is an overarching campaign with a different focus each month to coincide with that particular cancer awareness.  January is cervical cancer, March will be colorectal and each month the message will be tailored to that awareness month.  Email blasts that were launched in October by the committee with a focus on breast cancer awareness and again last week with a focus on cervical cancer and the HPV vaccine and promoting healthy lifestyles.  The email blast will continue to go out quarterly to all who sign up on the healthy Delaware website and will focus on cancer education, awareness and prevention.  Sen. Hall-Long asked for help with the employer side.  She advised that the committee is working with chambers and doing anything they can but still need to do more to get information out to the workforce.  Any suggestions to keep employers engaged are welcome.  Albert Shields of Congressman Carney’s office requested the link be shared with their office.  

Sharing Time
Dr. Grubbs advised of a misunderstanding of the Delaware Cancer Treatment Program (DCTP).  It was thought that the DCTP covered a patient retroactively but Dr. Petrelli informed the group that coverage begins at diagnosis date.  Tests leading up to the diagnosis are not covered.  

Dr. Grubbs informed the group that the previous published article on colon cancer continues to be cited in other journals.  Senator Hall-Long requested copies of the articles referencing Delaware to use as a tool to prove to the Health Fund Committee the impact of the Consortium.

Some discussion took place on the DCC by laws allowing for each committee to have only one representative from each institution.  Representatives from the same institution can be on the same committee; however they all do not have voting power.  It was stated that the Quality Cancer Care committee needs another thoracic surgeon on the committee.

Secretary David Small from DNREC advised that recently the EPA confirmed that Delaware met the standard as far as fine particulate matter on emissions.  These are the kind of particles that can deeply embed in lung tissue.  They are now in a maintenance mode to continue to maintain this standard.  It is a milestone that was reached due to a lot of work from a lot of people over a long period of time.

The physicians present advised that there is still a drug shortage on certain cancer drugs.  They commented that the FDA sets safety standards but not the price.  The drug companies set the price and the inability to negotiate price is a real problem.  Some generic drugs are being reimbursed at such a low level that it is not profitable for drug companies to manufacture.  The situation is not as critical as it was but it is still a problem.

Dr. Karyl Rattay informed the group that the DCTP and CHAP programs are working together to cover those who are uninsured as well as provide assistance to those eligible for health insurance to obtain insurance through the Health Insurance Marketplace.  A transformation of the DCTP is taking place.  If a person who has health insurance max out of pocket expenses exceed 15% of their income, they can complete and submit a financial hardship waiver.  This could be an issue for those with Medicare given there is not a max out of pocket expense.  A discussion followed with suggestions to develop a form of ACA exchange or insurance for individuals with Medicare.  Is there a way to expand for co-insurance to cover the 20%?  Dr. Rattay asked if a conference call could be set up to discuss this further. 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 am.

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.delawarecancerconsortium.org) or by contacting Rosemary Doughten (Rosemary.Doughten@state.de.us or 302-744-1000).
Future Meeting (s)




Next Meeting:  Monday, March 23, 2015 at DTCC, Terry Campus, Dover, DE 8:30 am -10:00 am.
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