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Attendees


	Members
	

	Attended
	Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of Delaware

	Attended
	Marianne Carter, Delaware State University

	Did Not Attend
	Jeanne Chiquoine, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Suchitra Hiraesave, Boys & Girls Club of Delaware

	Attended
	Dr. Patricia Hoge, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Sandra Marquez, St. Francis Hospital

	Attended
	Dr. Karyl Rattay, Delaware Division of  Public Health

	Did Not Attend
	Cathy Scott-Holloway, Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition


		   
	Staff
	

	Attended
	Fred Gatto, Delaware Division of Public Health



	Attended
	Lisa Moore, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Rich Killingsworth, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Christy Wright, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Melissa Pryor, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Public Attendees/Other

	

	Attended
	Jasmin Johnson, Delaware State University

	
	


Review of Previous Meeting Minutes


Chair, Dr. Patricia Hoge called the meeting to order at 10:05 am.  Minutes from the November 17, 2014 meeting were approved.
Old & New Business



Delaware Cancer Consortium Advisory Committee (DCC AC) Meeting Update 
Dr. Patricia Hoge provided an update on items that had been discussed at the Advisory Council meeting.  Bill Bowser reported in the legislative priority’s he set earlier in the year for the committees.
· All Payers Claims Database (ACPD): No movement
· E-cigarettes addition to the clean indoor air act: House Bill 5 (HB 5) will be heard in hearing on Wednesday March 25, 2015. The Delaware Cancer Consortium has endorsed support for this bill. A letter will be written and sent out to all legislators.
· Increasing the tax on tobacco and having tax parity on all tobacco and nicotine products: Has not been introduced, however a decision was made by the Advisory Council to endorse in principal to have the tax increased by one dollar and having parity across all tobacco products. 
The regulation on the transfer of genetic information is archaic; the current regulation states an individual must sign a paper for release of information for a specific person. Representative Bethany Hall long is currently working on legislation to be introduced to address this process. 

The date of the DCC Retreat is April 14, 2015 the morning will cover tobacco control and lung cancer. Deb Brown will be providing an update on tobacco throughout the state. The afternoon will have presentations on cancer survivorship.  

Patricia shared the new Heath Fund Advisory Committee Budget. Originally a 6% cut was requested from the smaller organizations and a 12% budget cut from the larger organizations that receive funds from the Health Fund.  The Delaware Cancer Consortium has in fact taken and 28.4% cut from funding.  With the proposed FY 16 budget bill, tobacco prevention funding will have been cut by 54% since 2009. The social marketing budget for tobacco has been affected the most over the years. Dr. Hoge reminded the committee that there are only two sources for tobacco prevention/control funds in the state come from a Center for Disease Prevention and Control (CDC) grant and the master settlement agreement funds.  Discussion took place on how social marketing is misunderstood by some of the people making funding decisions.  The committee talked about ways to educate the public and key funding decision makers about the evidence base and effectiveness of social marketing and perhaps revise the social marketing term to stop the funding cuts. 

Dr. Hoge informed the committee that tobacco use is a major contributor to Medicaid costs.  Discussion took place on how to educate the public and legislatures on the lack of tobacco prevention education within the state and the lack of funding being provided.
Dr. Rattay suggested letting key stakeholders know the health problems that tobacco causes and that tobacco related deaths rank the highest among death rates in the state.  Mr. Killingsworth suggested polling legislators and the public on their positions related to tobacco prevention. He also suggests making the public aware of the funding issues for tobacco prevention.

Ms. Deb Brown feels that the focus area to receive more funding should be on getting a cigarette excise tax and other tobacco products (OTP) tax bill introduced and request that a portion of the tax be directed back to prevention. 

 Policy Update
HB 5 will be heard on Wednesday March 25th at 3:30pm.  Ms. Brown asked for as much support as possible to be there because the opposition from the vaping organizations was strong last time this bill was heard.  Dr. Rattay asked Ms. Brown to send her a fact sheet on vaping.  Dr. Rattay said she has heard people say that vaping helped them to “quit smoking.”  These comments pose a problem and give people unrealistic expectations. The committee believes that if the industry really believes that e-cigarettes are a cessation method they need to come forth with evidence to prove this.  Due to the lack of evidence the committee feels that this is a bill that needs to be approved, the biggest fear is the amendments that could be made to the bill to weaken the Clean Indoor Air Act.

The cigarette and OTP excise tax effort is continuing.  They are still looking for viable sponsors. Ms. Brown says that everyone needs to agree on the same price increase, she states that one dollar is a suitable increase.  The committee feels that it is something that needs to be brought up often so people remember that this is something that is still wanted and needed.  

Governor’s Council on Health Promotion and Prevention
Dr. Hoge informed the committee that at the last meeting the council discussed the possibility of a systematic and organized approach to inform the public and legislation about facts related to health issues and concerns.  Ms. Carter asked if Dr. Rattay and Mr. Killingsworth could write an Op-ed for the News Journal to inform the public about the facts. Topic could be tobacco’s toll on Delaware.
· E-cigarettes use
· Tobacco excise tax
· Funding issues
Dr. Rattay suggested doing multiple op-eds with different topics for the Sunday paper.  Ms. Carter suggested modeling the op-eds of off the heroin op-eds.  The Heroin Op-eds had a huge impact on people. The time frame suggested for the op-eds April/May.

Discussion took place on using the retreat as a kick off time for these op-eds.  Ms. Brown suggested asking for a call to action at the Cancer consortium retreat.  The committee felt this would be a great time to start.  Collaboration from other organizations would be a huge support line for the op-eds provided from public health.  Mr. Gatto suggested the Restaurant Association for the matter on E-cigarettes because the restaurant association is in support of the HB 5.  Dr. Rattay will work with the Division of Public Health’s Office of Health Risk and Communication on writing the Op-ed pieces.

Adjourn
The committee meeting adjourned at 11:30 A.M.



Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous committee meeting, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request from Fred Gatto at 302-744-1010 or email Fred.Gatto@state.de.us. Documentation


Future Meeting(s)


The next meetings for the Tobacco & Other Risk Factors Committee are:
· Monday, May 11, 2015 from 10:00am to 11:30am at Delaware Tech and Community College, Dover Delaware.  Lunch time presentation immediately after meeting on disabilities.
· Monday July 20, 2015 from 10:00am to 11:30am at Delaware Tech and Community College, Dover Delaware.  Lunch time presentation immediately after meeting on the 2007-2011 Cancer Incidence and Mortality Report.
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