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	Attendance

	
	



	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Rachel Gardner, Nanticoke Health Systems

	Attended
	Robert Hall-McBride, Christiana Care Health Systems

	Did Not Attend
	Stephanie Guarino, Nemours

	Attended
	James M. Monihan, MD, Allied Diagnostic Pathology Consultants, PA 

	Did Not Attend
	Roxann Nichols, Beebe Hospital, Tunnell Cancer Center

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Did Not Attend
	Reichard-Eline, Aubrey, American Childhood Cancer Organization

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	John D. Shevock, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
Attended
	James Spellman, MD– Beebe Healthcare - Tunnell Cancer Center
Jessica Beckstrand, American Childhood Cancer Organization


	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Wilhelmina Ross, Delaware Cancer Registry/Westat


	Attended

	Jason Lawson, Delaware Division of Public Health


	Attended

	Sumitha Nagarajan, Delaware Division of Public Health


	Attended
Attended      
	Colleen Grosso, Delaware Cancer Registrar’s Association 
Samir Shah, Nanticoke Health Systems





Attendance was recorded of committee members participating in the hybrid meeting.Welcome


Old & New Business

Approval of Minutes
The DCRAC reviewed and approved the minutes from the January 2023 meeting as written.

DCR Information Technology Modernization Plan
Mr. Jason Lawson, IT Manager, reported that EMaRC Plus is now in production after registry staff installed and tested some patches (upgrades that address issues experienced in the software) that were issued by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC). All Registry Plus applications are now upgraded to NAACCR version 22 (NAACCR v22). The CDC recently released the NAACCR v23 of Web Plus. Mr. Lawson will wait to see what issues arise with implementation at other states before starting the v23 upgrade at the Delaware Cancer Registry (DCR).

Registry Updates
Ms. Wilhelmina Ross, Project Manager, gave updates on the current operations of the DCR. The registry is requesting all unreported 2021 cancer cases from reporters to be submitted within the next two weeks. If a facility feels it cannot meet this deadline, they are encouraged to reach out to the registry to discuss potential barriers to meeting the deadline, and to work with the registry to get a short extension. Additionally, the registry will request all 2022 cancer cases to be submitted by the end of July. An assessment will determine the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Delaware’s cancer data and investigate facilities with lower-than-expected reporting numbers. 

DCR is performing interstate data exchange activities and has received cases from California, Connecticut, Hawaii, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia. DCR will send out their interstate files next week. The Death Clearance file was also received and will be used to match with registry records to identify any missed cancer cases. This will occur in the next two months. The DCR is also collecting and processing Disease Index files. 

Ms. Ross asked for any feedback from DCRAC members on how their facilities may have been impacted during the COVID-19 pandemic so she can report this to the CDC. Dr. Nicholas Petrelli, DCRAC chairman, reported that screening, at his facility, notably decreased during the pandemic. Dr. Rishi Sawhney, Bayhealth Medical Center, and John Shevock, Bayhealth Medical Center, reported anecdotally that their facility saw fewer people coming to get screened, and consequentially have recently seen an uptick of locally advanced cases of various cancers, including breast cancer. Mr. Robert McBride, Christiana Care Health System, reported a similar impact at their facility. Dr. Petrelli discussed the delay of elective procedures during the pandemic and how a patient’s priority status was determined.  Breast and colon cancer cases did not get priority; this was based on a national recommendation. Dr. Sawhney expected the biggest impact in breast cancer cases to be in triple-negative and HER2+ cases. He suggested that an analysis of breast cancer subtypes might be warranted.  

Ms. Ross reported that the DCR has chosen St. Francis for their audit. They have been given an extension but are required to submit their Disease Index to DCR by April 7. She will give an update on the audit activities at the next meeting.  

Epidemiology Working Group Update and Final NCI/NAACCR Zone Project Survey Update
Ms. Sumitha Nagarajan, Chronic Disease Epidemiologist, presented on the NCI/NAACCR Cancer Reporting Zones and gave an update on My Healthy Community. The zones have been decided as of February 2023 following a survey that was administered to internal and external stakeholders across Delaware DPH that presented different proposed zone options for each county. The zones are designed to be homogenous in urbanicity, poverty level, and minority status. Option A was chosen for New Castle County, Option E was chosen for Kent County, and Option C was chosen for Sussex County. The zones will be used in the annual Incidence and Mortality (I&M) report and data briefs. A web-based tool will be created, with the help of Westat, to display cancer incidence and mortality rates by cancer type, gender, race, and other variables. Additionally, the My Healthy Community staging website is ready for DCRAC member review and feedback, which will be collected within the next two weeks. 

RCRS measures analysis; dissemination of results for 2018 and 2019 cases via website
Ms. Wilhelmina Ross also gave an update on the Rapid Case Reporting System (RCRS) measures analysis. Results were distributed and presented to all DCRAC members today. Ms. Ross asked for the committee’s feedback on where they would like the results to be published. Dr. Petrelli responded that in the past a formal write-up would be created and sent to the Delaware Medical Journal. DCR will create the formal write-up for the Delaware Medical Journal, then show it to DCRAC members for review prior to submission. A brief write-up of the results may also be posted on the DHSS website.

Review Execution Plan
Dr. Nicholas Petrelli reviewed the updated Execution Plan with the committee. Regarding Strategy One, Dr. Petrelli asked Ms. Ross whether there was any progress on converting more facilities to electronic reporting. DCR plans to try to convert the last few facilities to electronic reporting this year. After the National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR) evaluation report, Ms. Ross will report on DCR’s evaluation results and disseminate these results at the next meeting. For Objective 5B on the topic of training, there will be an annual education meeting in May of this year, as well as also ongoing virtual meetings with the Delaware Cancer Registrar’s Association (DCRA). Westat has bought and uploaded all the available NAACCR trainings so that hospital reporters may use them. Ms. Colleen Grosso, DCRA representative, added that the DCRA met in February 2023 for one educational session. Six training sessions in total have been purchased and she thanked the state for providing them. There is a DCRA-provided training this month on April 18 featuring presenters from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results Program (SEER). The training will cover staging and site-specific data element data items (SSDIs). DCRA will also meet in the fall to provide another session. Strategy 6, which pertains to social determinants of health, a newly added strategy, was also reviewed with the group and accepted. 

Next Steps
· Update on DCR’s audit activities at the next meeting.
· Review the My Healthy Community website and provide feedback.
· Create a write-up for RCRS measures analysis results for Delaware Medical Journal.
· Disseminate NPCR evaluation results at the next meeting.

Future Meetings
	Next Meeting:
July 10, 2023

	Upcoming Meetings: 
October 16, 2023
January 2024- Exact date TBD
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