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Delaware Cancer Registry Advisory Committee (DCRAC) 
Combined Meeting with the 
Delaware Cancer Registrars Association (DCRA)
April 9, 2018
The Outlook at the Duncan Center
500 West Loockerman Street – Mulford Room, 5th Floor
Dover, DE 



Attendees

	
	

	
Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Julie Abel, Nanticoke Health Systems

	Did Not Attend
	David Bercaw, Medical Society of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Robert Hall-McBride, Christiana Care Health Systems

	Attended
	Lisa Henry, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	James M. Monihan, MD, Allied Diagnostic Pathology Consultants, PA 

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD, Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	John D. Shevock, Bayhealth Medical Center

	Attended
	James Spellman, MD– Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Betsy Cromartie, Delaware Cancer Registry/ICF

	
	

	Public/Guests
	

	Attended
	Jason Lawson, Bureau of Public Health Informatics



	Attended
	Toye Williams, Cancer Surveillance Branch, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

	
	


Welcome/Review/Approval of minutes




The meeting began with participants introducing themselves. The minutes from the January DCRAC meeting were approved.  Dr. Nicholas Petrelli then led the DCRAC meeting beginning with a discussion of DCRAC progress on assigned tasks, followed by a presentation by Ms. Toye Williams of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  
Old & New Business



Strategy 1:  Delaware Cancer Registry (DCR) Information Technology Capabilities - Web Plus and eMaRC Plus updates
Mr. Jason Lawson reported that there are no updates on Web Plus.  Issues encountered during upgrade to the latest version of eMaRC Plus were resolved and the software is operational.  A new version of eMaRC Plus is planned for the end of April.   

Strategy 2, Objective 2A:  Improve quality of data using the Rapid Quality Reporting System (RQRS); Cancer Program Practice Profile Reports (CP3R) 
Dr. Petrelli stated that the DCRAC’s decision was to combine all hospitals for an overall state CP3R report for the DCR webpage.  Ms. Betsy Cromartie reported that toward this goal the DCR completed a project comparing the state’s CP3R measure results “as is” to the performance on CP3R measures including data added through research in the Delaware Health Information Network (DHIN).  Ms. Cromartie presented a handout with a report on ten CP3R measures using the DCR’s 2015 diagnosis year data.  For many of the measures, the percentages of cases meeting the Commission on Cancer CP3R standards increased with additional treatment data added through DHIN research. This is to be expected, since the DCR does not receive complete treatment data for each case through regular hospital cancer registry data submissions due to the timing of submissions. Hospitals do submit addendums to treatment data to the DCR after their initial data submission. Committee members also discussed the value of having complete treatment data for surveys of individual hospital cancer programs by the Commission on Cancer. It was agreed that regarding the DCR CP3R measure report it would be advisable to post only the measures that have a benchmark, and to include the column with percentages meeting the CP3R standards post-DHIN research. If the state does not meet a particular measure, a statement could be included that addresses possible reasons why it was not met.  Dr. Spellman asked if the DCR could provide the treatment data obtained through DHIN research back to the hospitals, and Ms. Cromartie stated that this was possible. Dr. Petrelli proposed posting a CP3R report in the agreed upon format on the DCR webpage, and possibly writing an article for the Delaware Medical Journal on this topic. This topic will be kept on the DCRAC’s agenda.    

Strategy 2C- All Payer Claims Database (APCD) – Update from the working group
Dr. Petrelli explained that although there is legislation for the APCD now, the private insurers are not on board yet. The actual issue is how the APCD will be paid for. The key resource would need to be the State. The plan is to develop a business plan and to gradually evolve to where the APCD would pay for itself, or at least to break even.  Updates will continue to be provided at the Advisory Council and the DCRAC meetings.   

Strategy 3B:  Publicize availability of DCR Data – Delaware Medical Journal articles and publicizing the DCR webpage
Dr. Petrelli reported that Dr. Diana Dickson-Witmer of the Helen F. Graham Cancer Center and Research Institute prepared an article on dense breasts and mammography for the Delaware Medical Journal (DMJ), entitled “Your Patient Got a Dense Breast Notification with Her Mammogram Report: What Are You Supposed to Do?  Copies of the article, published in the DMJ March 2018 issue, were provided to attendees.  This article will count toward the Execution Plan goals for numbers of journal articles published.  Additionally, Dr. Petrelli sends emails regularly to state physicians to publicize the DCR webpage information, and plans to send another when the CP3R report is posted.  Dr. Petrelli asked Ms. Cromartie to update the webpage, as there are older items that are still marked as being new.

Presentation – DP17-1701 FOA Overview – National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR)
Ms. Toye Williams, the DCR’s NPCR Program Consultant presented an overview of DP17-1701, the CDC Division of Cancer Prevention and Control program that funds the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program, National Comprehensive Cancer Control Program, and the National Program of Cancer Registries for a five-year grant cycle beginning in July 2017. Ms. Williams described the purpose of NPCR - “to support ongoing implementation of surveillance activities in the National Program of Cancer Registries by enhancing central cancer registry infrastructure to facilitate complete and timely cancer data.”  Desired program outcomes include increased cancer survival, decreased incidence, morbidity and mortality, reduced cancer risk and increased program collaboration with other chronic disease programs to assure that the cancer registry data is being used effectively.   Primary requirements of the cooperative agreement include adherence to NPCR Program Standards, periodic reporting to and communication with the CDC, participation in all CDC datasets and web-based systems, increasing coordination and collaboration with other cancer and chronic disease programs and development and implementation of leadership and evaluation and performance measurement plans. Standards for linkages, data timeliness, quality and completeness, improvements in electronic reporting and interstate data exchange were described. Ms. Williams presented the CDC’s Data Visualization internet-based tool that has been upgraded to include county-level data, prevalence and survival estimates, and can also be viewed on a mobile device. She reported that the 2015 United States Cancer Statistics (USCS) data will be added to the site in the summer of 2018, and state cancer registries will be notified of this update. Dr. Petrelli asked Ms. Williams to provide the website information to Ms. Cromartie for her to send out to the DCRAC.  

Ms. Williams described a service of the Kentucky Cancer Registry--cancer-rates.info--which presents web-based cancer statistics that can also be opened on an App. Dr. Petrelli expressed interest in having an App with Delaware cancer statistics that could be easily accessed by Delaware physicians. Ms. Williams stated that Kentucky does offer their service to all of NPCR, and has provided it to 10-15 states so far.  Dr. Petrelli asked Ms. Cromartie to contact the Kentucky registry for information about this service.  He also asked Ms. Lisa Henry to add this to the DCC Advisory Council agenda.  

Dr. Petrelli then directed the group to the Execution Plan for a brief review of progress on the remaining strategies.

Objective 1B:  Meaningful Use (MU) Cancer Reporting
Dr. Petrelli pointed out that the current number of non-hospital offices that have submitted a test file to the DCR for MU has remained at four offices for a while. He asked whether this objective should be kept on the plan. Ms. Cromartie replied the DCR has already met the CDC program standard of having a system in place for processing electronic health record reports, and there are several non-hospital offices currently in production, but it would be helpful to keep this goal on the Plan to continue to monitor progress.  

Objective 2B:  Monitor completeness of DCR’s first course of treatment data
Ms. Cromartie reported that this measure was updated on the Plan with results from the latest NPCR data submission including 2015 diagnosis year data, and that the DCR met this objective.   

Strategy 3:  Increase use of data to answer research questions
Dr. Petrelli noted the increase in number of research projects over the years, to 47 in 2017.  He asked if these were mainly internal requests.  Ms. Cromartie stated that there were a number of DPH requests, and also external requests, including North American Association of Central Cancer Registries (NAACCR) research studies.    

Objective 3A:  Provide help to data users
Dr. Petrelli stated that there was a drop in number of hits on the DCR data access guidelines in 2017.  He proposed continuing to get the word out to physicians to access the recent data on the webpage.  Ms. Lisa Henry asked if a link to the CDC’s data visualization website that Ms. Williams presented to the group could be added.   

Objective 3B:  Publicize availability of data 
Dr. Petrelli reported that there were five articles and events publicizing the DCR’s data in 2017, surpassing the DCRAC’s goal.  Dr. Dickson-Witmer’s article on mammography and dense breasts will count toward the total for 2018, and the DCRAC may write an article on CP3R for the DMJ as well.  As the DMJ will publish articles previously published in other journals, Dr. Petrelli suggested to Mr. John Shevock that he submit the article on genetic counselling that was published in the Delaware Journal of Public Health to the DMJ.  He asked Dr. Rishi Sawhney and Dr. James Spellman to consider submitting articles to the DMJ as well.  

Strategy 4:  Develop Routes of Efficient Communication Between the Registry and Its Stakeholders
Dr. Petrelli reiterated the DCRAC’s goal of increasing the number of overall hits on the DCR website.  As specified on the Execution Plan, the NAACCR and NPCR submission results are updated on the website each year.     

Dr. Petrelli concluded by stating that the Delaware Cancer Consortium is making Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccination the number one priority in the State, with a goal of increasing vaccination in both males and females, whether on a mandatory or voluntary basis.  Ms. Henry stated that the DCR has provided data on HPV-related cancers that has been used to develop campaigns by the Comprehensive Cancer Program and Immunization Coalition. 

The DCRAC meeting was then concluded.


DCRAC Action Items:

	Task
	Responsible Party
	Timeframe for Completion

	1. Post CP3R report on the DCR webpage
	
Betsy Cromartie
	July DCRAC Meeting

	2. Send CDC Data Visualization website information to DCRAC members
	Betsy Cromartie
	July DCRAC Meeting

	3. Contact the Kentucky Cancer Registry for information for the DCRAC on the cancer-rates.info service
	
Betsy Cromartie
	
July DCRAC Meeting

	4. Add the Kentucky Cancer Registry’s cancer-rates.info. service to the DCC Advisory Council’s agenda
	
Lisa Henry
	
July DCC Meeting

	5. DCR webpage updates:  
a. Post link to the CDC’s Data Visualization website on the DCR webpage
b. Remove “New” notation from older items
	
Betsy Cromartie
	
July DCRAC Meeting

	6. Send DCR webpage information out through email to cancer researchers and other stakeholders 
	
Dr. Petrelli
	
Summer 2018



Sharing Time
There was no sharing time.

Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m.

Attachments

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.healthydelaware.org) or by contacting Betsy Cromartie (Betsy.Cromartie@state.de.us or 302-744-1058).
Future Meeting (s)





Next 2018 Meeting(s): 

The Outlook at the Duncan Center, 5th Floor
500 West Loockerman Street
Dover, DE  19901
Monday, July 9, 2018, 10:00 am – 11:30 am

The Outlook at the Duncan Center, 5th Floor
500 West Loockerman Street
Dover, DE  19901
Monday, October 8, 2018, 10:00 am – 11:30 am
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