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 (
Attendees
) (
Delaware Cancer 
Consortium
Advisory Council
April 16, 2012
Minutes-draft
Office of Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor
Wilmington, DE
)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          	

	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Ruth Briggs-King – DE House of Representatives

	Did Not Attend
	William Bowser, Esq, - Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	Did Not Attend
	John C. Carney, Jr. – U.S. Congress

	Did Not Attend
	Matt Denn – Lt. Governor

	Attended
	Christopher Frantz, MD – AI DuPont Hospital for Children

	Did Not Attend
	Deborah Heffernan – DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD – Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Did Not Attend
	Bethany Hall-Long, RNC, PhD – University of Delaware/Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge, PhD – American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Rita Landgraf, Department of Health and Social Services

	Did Not Attend
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN – Welldoc, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	David McBride – Delaware Senate

	Did Not Attend
	Collin  O’Mara – Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

	Attended Via Phone
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD –Christiana Care -  Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD – Bayhealth Medical Center

	Did Not Attend
	Liane Sorenson – Delaware Senate

	Attended – Via Phone
	James Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO – Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Lisa Henry – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Janet Berry – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Did Not Attend
	Bob Zimmermen – Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control

	Did Not Attend
	Dr. Karyl Rattay – Delaware Division of Public Health



	Attended
	Jill Fredel – Delaware Health & Social Services

	Attended
	Rosemary Doughten – Delaware Division of Public Health

	
	

	Public/Other
	

	Attended
	Kathleen Dunn – Aloysius, Butler & Clark (AB & C)

	Attended
	Albert Shields, Office of US Representative John Carney

	
	



 (
Review of Previous Meeting Minutes
)

Council members approved the October 17, 2011 meeting minutes without changes.
 (
Old & New Business
)

Welcome
Dr.  Hoge welcomed all to the new building of Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor and complimented the new conference room.  She also informed the Council that chair, Bill Bowser, was unable to attend the meeting and that he sent his regrets.  



Budget Update
Lisa Henry advised the members that the total overall decrease in the anticipated budget of FY13 is $76,000.  The recommendations were provided to the Advisory Council and indicated there was a decrease in the screening area of $400,500 but that it was picked back up in the All Payers Claims Database and other areas.  Dr. Grubbs inquired if the $2.2 million would cover screening.  Ms. Henry responded that it would and that we usually come in under budget.  Dr. Sawhney inquired about the lung cancer screening.  Dr. Grubbs stated that lung cancer screening economics have not yet been worked out but if the CT scan becomes a standard way of screening then we may have to adopt it.  Dr. Petrelli added that Tom Bowers is putting together a team to look at this issue with cost analysis and would give a presentation to the Advisory Council when it is complete.

Dr. Hoge commented on the slight reduction for the mammography van operation and also mentioned having an exit plan in place for the DCC to not be responsible for it indefinitely.  Lisa Henry continued saying the tobacco and other risk factor allocation remained the same, however the environment area was increased due to the cost of the multi-media exposure study.  She also advised the Advisory Council the Health Fund Advisory Committee had voted on and approved an increase for the tobacco prevention and control program funds ($1.2 million); however, the increase was included in the Governor’s recommended budget.  Dr. Hoge reported that when the Joint Finance Committee met and public comment was allowed, she made the comment that we are beginning to see increases in tobacco use among young adults in the workforce in their 20’s and 30’s and that means we can now estimate 50% of them will have tobacco related diseases later in life.  She requested that the Council take a stand and motioned that funding to the tobacco program be increased in order to get the word out.  Dr. Grubbs responded that the Council needs to request legislation and Dr. Sawhney seconded.  It was determined that a conference call with Dr. Hoge, Lisa Henry and Bill Bowser be set up to discuss this motion further.

Lisa Henry advised that the Disparities Committee will concentrate on updating the Disparities report which has not been updated since 2007.  The Data Committee section of the budget indicated an increase of $250,000 to help with the All Payer Claims Database.  This amount was re-allocated from the cancer screening line budget.  Ms. Henry finished with the budget update advising that separate applications were put in by groups and that funding comes out of funding for the DCC.  The bottom line is that the budget was decreased by $76,000.  

Dr. Hoge suggested that in light of health care reform, it is now necessary to look at prevention costs.  She continued by asking how to shift costs of Medicaid for prevention and to gain some flexibility in the budget.  

Incidence and Mortality Report
Lisa Henry reported that the 2003-2007 Incidence and Mortality report was released on March 7, 2012.  The 2004-2008 Incidence and Mortality reports are hoped to be ready by June 2012.  The 2005-2009 Incidence only, will be published by October 2012.  At that point we should be caught up with the Incidence and Mortality data and by this time next year back on track for each year publication.  Dr. Grubbs commented that he does not understand the reason for the lag time in reporting data since doctors are required to file death certificates within days of a death.  Dr. Petrelli suggested that it might be a resource issue because he has seen the same problem at the Cancer Center.  Dr. Hoge added that it may not be a lack of resources in the state but in the hospital.  She also commented that maybe the Data Committee should so some studying to see if it is in fact a business issue.   It was mentioned that all death certificates will be required to be filed electronically by 2014.  Dr. Petrelli offered to mention this at the Delaware Cancer Registry Advisory Council meeting and Lisa Henry said she would take the discussion regarding the catch up plan and lag time in releasing data back to DPH.

Health Promotion mailers will be sent in June to all who live in an elevated census tract area reported Lisa Henry.  In addition she advised that a different mailer would be sent to all residences in Delaware to help educate individuals on healthy behaviors, lifestyles and other cancer information.  Dr. Grubbs requested a better explanation of census tract statistics.  He continued saying that a high incidence is sometimes believed to indicate something with the environment but that is not always true.  Information on the postcard will include where the Incidence and Mortality report is located, instructions on how to find a particular census tract, and Screening for Life info, stated Ms. Henry.  Ms. Henry noted that last year the DPH received about 600 calls in response to the cancer information mailer and that the responses were generally requesting more information.

Publications Committee Update
Kathleen Dunn was introduced as a technical writer with Aloysius, Butler & Clark (AB & C) and she will be working with the Advisory Council to help with publications.  Ms. Dunn interviewed Dr. Grubbs before the meeting and will be contacting each member of the Advisory Council to set up telephone interview times.  She will be inquiring about the colorectal cancer data, cancer screening and the dynamics of the Delaware Cancer Consortium.  Dr. Grubbs advised the Council that he would be speaking to the Journal of Clinical Oncology later in the day and is hoping they will do a special article on Delaware cancer information and the disparity elimination.  It is possible that they may do a second article on universal cancer care and the treatment program.  Dr. Petrelli mentioned that it would be nice to get a press release to the News Journal and Jill Fredel advised that could happen.  She also suggested that the information be released at the national level and possibly in the New York Times.  Dr. Hoge commented that this is a public/private partnership at the highest level.  Jill Fredel recommended contacting the News Journal Editorial Board to have the information published in the newspaper.

All Payer Claims Database (APCD)
Dr. Petrelli informed the members that there have been several organizational meetings for the APCD and that legislation will be needed as well as getting all the partners to the table.  He continued by saying Paul Kaplan, BCBS, will take the lead in getting third party carriers to buy into the program and that Bill Bowser is charged to get help with the legislation.  Dr. Grubbs requested that the DCC try to get some of the old legislation thrown out as the new requirements are determined, but added that it is a burden to have the law changed.  Dr. Spellman added that the Governor is committed to seeing the APCD through.

Sharing Time
Dr. Spellman informed the members that Sangeeta Gupta, DPH Epidemiologist and support staff for the Data Committee, is committed to submitting the manuscript on “Breast Cancer Time to Treat” to an epidemiological journal.

Dr. Grubbs mentioned that the DCC is being honored by the American Cancer Society (ACS) at the annual fundraiser in May and on the invitation Representative John Carney, Governor Markell, Governor Minner and DCC Chair Bill Bowser were specifically mentioned.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:35 am.
 (
Documentation
)

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.delawarecancerconsortium.org) or by contacting Rosemary Doughten (Rosemary.Doughten@state.de.us or 302-744-1000).
 (
Future Meeting(s)
)

Next Meeting: June 18, 2012 – 8:30 am at the Offices of Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor Wilmington, DE.
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