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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          	Delaware Cancer Consortium
Advisory Council
November 17, 2014
Minutes-APPROVED
DTCC, Terry Campus
Dover, DE 

Attendees



	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Andria Bennett – DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	Ruth Briggs-King – DE House of Representatives

	Attended
	William Bowser, Esq, - Young, Conaway, Stargatt & Taylor, LLP

	Attended
	Albert Shields, designee for John C. Carney, Jr. – U.S. Congress

	Did Not Attend
	Matt Denn – Lt. Governor

	Attended
	Christopher Frantz, MD – AI DuPont Hospital for Children

	Attended
	Stephen Grubbs, MD – Medical Oncology Hematology Consultants, PA

	Did Not Attend
	Bethany Hall-Long, RNC, PhD – University of Delaware/Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Patricia Hoge, PhD – American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Rita Landgraf, Department of Health and Social Services

	Attended 
	Meg Maley, RN, BSN – Welldoc, Inc.

	Did Not Attend
	David McBride – Delaware Senate

	Attended
	Nicholas Petrelli, MD –Christiana Care -  Helen F. Graham Cancer Center

	Attended
	Rishi Sawhney, MD – Bayhealth Medical Center

	Did Not Attend
	David Small – DE Department of Natural Resources  & Environmental Control

	Did Not Attend
	Liane Sorenson – Delaware Senate retired

	Attended
	James Spellman, MD, FACS, FSSO – Beebe Medical Center - Tunnell Cancer Center

	
	

	Staff

	

	Attended
	Lisa Henry – Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Rosemary Doughten – Delaware Division of Public Health


	Attended
	Heather Brown - Delaware Division of Public Health




	
	

	Public/Guests
	

	
	







Chair, Mr. Bill Bowser called the meeting to order at 8:35 am.  Dr. Patricia Hoge motioned to approve the September 15, 2014 minutes and Dr. Steve Grubbs seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the minutes were approved as written.


Old & New Business


Budget
Chair, Bill Bowser asked for a summary of what was submitted in the Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) 2016 Health Fund application.  Ms. Heather Brown advised that there is a potential impact of $1.4 million with a voluntary reduction from the Delaware Helpline of $238.2.0.  To summarize, Ms. Brown stated there is an overall 12% reduction in funds for all applications over $100,000.  All mandated programs will receive no reduction and programs under $100,000 will see a 6% reduction in funds.  There was discussion among the council members that the Health Fund Advisory Committee (HFAC) and the General Assembly have been very supportive of the DCC; however they too, have been faced with a crisis due to the increase of Medicaid expenses which are now in the Health Fund.  The DCC is down $1.4 million from their original FY16 proposal.  The total proposed was $11.668 million and it is now down to $10.268.  Mr. Bowser stated that the day of the HFAC meeting was the toughest day he has had as Chair of the Delaware Cancer Consortium.  He continued by informing the group that Dr. Patricia Hoge gave a speech on the impact of continued reduction of tobacco program funding.  Ms. Lisa Henry advised that the Division of Public Health has not seen a decrease in Screening for Life dollars. Dr. Nick Petrelli asked if the future scenario could get any better and if it would be time to concentrate cancer control in certain areas?  Mr. Bowser responded that funding with regards to the Tobacco Settlement would be getting smaller, not larger.  A number of other items come out of the tobacco fund; all are important health issues, but not necessarily tobacco control or cancer related.  

Legislative Update
Mr. Bill Bowser provided a legislative update indicating four areas of focus:

1) Tobacco Tax
2) Tax Parity
3) E-cigarettes
4) All Payer Claims Database (APCD)
Dr. Patricia Hoge added that $79 million/year of Medicaid funding is spent on tobacco related illness.  Money that is spent on tobacco control comes out of the Tobacco Settlement and also from a small grant from CDC.  Of all the money that comes into Delaware, less than 1% is spent on tobacco control.  She also advised that the Governor’s Council on Health Promotion and Disease Prevention (CHPDP) is focusing on three issues:  
1) Physical Activity- Walkable & Bicycle Friendly Communities; 2) Nutrition- Beverage Choice; and 3) Prevent Youth Initiation to Tobacco.  In addition to these areas the Council will also be looking at ways to increase funding as well as increasing tax.  Mr. Bowser stated that the present tax on a pack of cigarettes is $1.60 and any increase would aid in fixing the problems that are created by tobacco use.  Dr. Hoge advised that evidence shows if you raise the tax on tobacco products enough, that you will see a decrease in youth tobacco use because kids are price sensitive.  The main reason to increase the tax is to prevent kids from smoking.  She also informed the group that Christiana Care has decided that they need to do more and have put their support behind the Million Hearts campaign.  Much discussion took place to include comments on:
	-Tax parity
	-$1.00 per pack tax increase on cigarettes
	-Tax on percent of wholesale weight
	-Increase on tobacco tax as well as other tobacco products
-Re: e-cigarettes–why are chemicals innocent until proven dangerous since they are not FDA approved
	-Irony is that people smoking are the same people with health related problems-socio economic issue

Dr. Stephen Grubbs asked if anyone looks at death certificate data that indicates if tobacco use is a contributor to a particular death.  Could this data be used in the argument for a tax increase?

All Payer Claims Database (APCD) is still an issue.  Currently 17-18 states have it and this group was convinced two years ago that it would be a good thing and be an aid in data driven decisions.

Early Detection and Prevention Committee Update
Dr. Stephen Grubbs provided a presentation on the lung cancer screening program that will be available to qualified individuals through the SFL program in early 2015.  Approximately 32,000 Delawareans will be eligible for the lung cancer screening using the USPSTF recommendations.  The data indicates that there is potential for a decrease in mortality by 111 annual deaths.  Ms. Meg Maley inquired if there are questions regarding radon on the background forms.  Information on the lung cancer screening program will be provided first to providers around January and then to the public sometime after March.

Tobacco and Other Risk Factors Update
Dr. Patricia Hoge advised that the earlier discussion had covered all items currently being reviewed by the Tobacco and Other Risk Factors Committee.

2015 Retreat
Ms. Heather Brown shared the Delaware Cancer Consortium Annual Retreat will take place on April 14, 2015.  Save the date notices will be sent shortly.  Currently the theme being considered is Transition of Care in the morning session that will include testimonials from focus groups as well as work that still needs to be done.  Someone from the national level and someone from Delaware are being considered as the speakers.  There may also be a panel discussion as participants indicated they would like more question and answer opportunities.  During the second part of the day an update on lung cancer is being considered.  This update would include an update on how the lung cancer screening program is going as well as an emphasis on what tobacco legislation the DCC is supporting.  Last year the guest speaker, Dr. Jeffrey Wigand, provided the DCC with a “to do” list and the group would like to see where they stand with regards to the list.  

HPV/Hep C Data Collection
Dr. James Spellman provided an update on HPV/Hep C data collection.  He advised that there is basically no information in the Cancer Registry.  As it relates to Hep C, Dr. Spellman shared there is currently a 95% cure rate of a liver hematoma and the cost of treatment per case averages $150,000.  He continued saying that we assume there is a strong link between HPV and cancer but we are currently not asking for the information.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 am. 

Meeting documentation is available on the DCC website (www.delawarecancerconsortium.org) or by contacting Rosemary Doughten (Rosemary.Doughten@state.de.us or 302-744-1000).
Future Meeting (s)




Next Meeting:  TUESDAY, January 20, 2015 at DTCC, Terry Campus, Dover, DE 8:30 am -10:00 am.
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