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Attendees


	Members
	

	Did Not Attend
	Barbara Barski-Carrow, Barski-Carrow Associates

	Attended
	Deborah Brown, American Lung Association of Delaware

	Did Not Attend
	Cynthia Canevari, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Marianne Carter, Delaware State University

	Attended 
	Jeanne Chiquoine, American Cancer Society 

	Attended (Phone)
	Terry Clifton, Nanicoke Hospital

	Did Not Attend
	Pat Eddleman

	Attended 
	Bethany Hall-Long Ph.D., RNC, University of Delaware/DE Senate

	Did Not Attend
	Suchitra Hiraesave, Boys & Girls Club of Delaware

	Attended
	Dr. Patricia Hoge, American Cancer Society

	Did Not Attend
	Sandra Marquez, St. Francis Hospital

	Did not Attend
	Nicole Pickles, Cancer Support Community Delaware

	Attended
	Dr. Karyl Rattay, Delaware Division of  Public Health

	Attended (Phone)
	Cathy Scott-Holloway, Delaware Breast Cancer Coalition

	Did Not Attend
	Eileen Sparling, University of Delaware

	Attended 
	Janet Teixeria, Cancer Care Connection, 

	Did Not Attend
	Linda C. Wolfe, DE  Department of Education


		   
	Staff
	

	Attended
	Heather Brown, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended
	Fred Gatto, Delaware Division of Public Health



	Did Not Attend
	Rich Killingsworth, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Did Not Attend
	Lisa Moore, Delaware Division of Public Health

	Attended 
	Melissa Pryor, Delaware Division of Public Health


	Public Attendees/Other

	

	Attended
	Sandra Odom, Delaware State Student

	Attended
	Carrie Dahlquist, American Cancer Society


Review of Previous Meeting Minutes


Co-Chair Senator Bethany Hall-Long called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.  Minutes from the November 16, 2015 meeting were approved.
Old & New Business


 Merger of T&ORF and CP&E

The committees discussed the merging of the Tobacco and other Risk Factors committee and Communication and Public Education committee and a name change.  There were three options presented:
· Option #1 Policy, Education, and Prevention on Tobacco, Obesity, and Other Risk Factors.
· Option #2 Policy and Education on Tobacco, Obesity, and Other Risk Factors.
· Option #3 Policy and Education on Tobacco, Obesity, and Other Life Style related Risk Factors.
Mr. Fred Gatto said he would try to come up with an acronym for the committee 
Mr. Gatto will send out the options to the committee prior to the next meeting in April and the committee will vote on the new name during that meeting.
 
Policy Update

The committee discussed several potential tobacco prevention policies:  

· Ms. Deb Brown said funding for prevention and cessation will be a priority focus this year for several of the health non- profit organizations.  
· Ms. Brown stated that the advocates will continue to push to introduce legislation to increase the excise tax on cigarettes and other tobacco products.  As part of that effort they will work to have the other tobacco products tax be equitable to the cigarette excise tax.
· Ms. Brown also stated that she was informed there may be efforts to increase the legal age of sale of tobacco products from 18 to 21.  
· Several members mentioned that there have been efforts in other states to introduce legislation or amend current state laws to add “harm reduction” language which would require state tobacco prevention programs to include “peer reviewed and science based educational materials” on the harm reduction and comparative risks of alternate nicotine products such as electronic cigarettes and smokeless tobacco as opposed to combustible tobacco products (i.e. conventional cigarettes, cigars, pipes).  These efforts appear to be led by the tobacco industry and/or their associated allies. The committee feels this could cause problems by providing potentially misleading information.
· There was discussion on policies to reduce exposure to secondhand smoke (SHS) in cars and homes-particularly SHS exposure to children and youth.  The committee discussed the pros and cons of introducing legislation to not allow smoking in vehicles when children are present.  For a variety of reasons which included the ability to enforce such laws and resources needed, it was determined that it would not be prudent at this time to seek introduction of legislation.  It was decided that efforts to educate and inform the public of the harm of SHS needs to be stepped up, especially social marketing to encourage personal policies to not allow smoking in their vehicles and homes. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) new “Vital Signs” study shows an increase in e-cigarettes being marketed to youth.  
· More than 18 million (7 in 10) US middle and high school youth were exposed to e-cigarette ads in 2014.
· More than 1 in 2 middle and high school youth were exposed to e-cigarette ads in retail stores.
· Nearly 2 in 5 middle and high school youth saw e-cigarette ads online.

The Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids ranked Delaware 7th in the country for efforts that protect kids from tobacco use and exposure.

The US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) proposed a rule that would protect the two million Americans living in public housing from secondhand smoke.  Comments on the HUD proposal were due January 19 and the rule should be finalized and implemented over the next 18 months.

The American Lung Association’s State of Tobacco Control report will be coming out February 2nd, Delaware’s grade has diminished due to lack of funding and inadequate policies.

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) now is proposing a rule to protect youth from the risks of indoor tanning devices by restricting use only to adults age 18 and older. This proposed rule also would require indoor tanning facilities to inform adult users about the health risks of indoor tanning and to obtain a signed risk acknowledgement from these users.  This is similar to laws already enacted in Delaware.

The U.S. House of Representatives took necessary action to protect America’s kids from nicotine poisoning by approving legislation requiring that liquid nicotine be sold in child-resistant packaging, consistent with Consumer Product Safety Commission standards. The Senate previously approved the legislation (the Child Nicotine Poisoning Prevention Act). 

Senator Bethany Hall Long suggested the committee invite Meg Maley, Chair of the ad hoc Environment committee and Bill Leitzinger, from the Division of Public Health Healthy Homes Program to the April meeting to talk about Occupational Health, Home exposure, and what the committee might be able to do from a policy perspective around these topics.  

Summit Update

There will not be an annual Delaware Cancer Consortium (DCC) retreat this year, however there will be an educational summit put on with multiple partners (Delaware Coalition on Healthy Eating and Active Living, American Cancer Society, Delaware State University, and Nemours).  In addition, an Obesity Summit will take place on June 1,, 2016 at Delaware State University.  There are several speakers lined up to present on different topics, which will include obesity and the relationship with cancer.  Funds leftover from the account held at the Delaware Community Foundation that was set up for the Communication and Public Education committee’s annual education summit will be used to help cover costs.

News and Comments from Committee Members

Mr. Fred Gatto mentioned previous committee discussion about sending selected articles from the November edition of the Delaware Journal of Public Health to all legislators.  Mr. Gatto mentioned the first article would be “Delaware’s Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program” which was written by Dr. Karyl Rattay, the director of the Division of Public Health, and members of her leadership team.  It describes the mix of politics, epidemiology, ethics, economics, and law that are factors in public health programming. The cover letter from which would be from the DCC as a whole would also encourage the legislators to support additional funding for tobacco prevention. The text of the letter would depend on if the Governor’s recommended budget (GRB) would include the recommendations of the Delaware Health Fund Advisory Committee (DHFAC) to increase tobacco prevention funding by $1.9 million in FY 17.

 Mr. Gatto informed the committee of the IMPACT Tobacco Prevention Coalition’s update of the State Tobacco Plan. The goals and objectives have been tweaked.  Changes include adding e-cigarettes and other tobacco products that may emerge in the coming months and years.  Dr. Hoge asked for an update on the Tobacco Plan for the DCC Advisory Council meeting as she plans to share the plan at that meeting.  

Mr. Gatto informed the committee that the CDC is cutting next year’s tobacco prevention cooperative agreement funding by 3-4%, he feels that this is not a good sign and could lead to future cuts in upcoming years.
   
Adjourn
The committee meeting adjourned at 10:55 A.M.



Along with the meeting agenda and minutes from the previous committee meeting, the following documents were provided at this meeting and are available upon request from Fred Gatto at 302-744-1010 or email Fred.Gatto@state.de.us. Documentation


Future Meeting(s)


The next meetings for the Tobacco & Other Risk Factors/ Communication and Public Education Committee are:
Tuesday, April 19, 2016; Tuesday, July 19, 2016 and Tuesday, October 18, 2016 from 10:00am to 11:30am at 
The Outlook at the Duncan Center
500 West Loockerman Street
Dover, DE  19901
5th Floor meeting rooms

Directions can be found at the following link: http://www.theduncancenter.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=content.mapLocation&mapLocationID=40389
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